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It may perbaps be sufficient to state here, that the
Coptic Version of the Scriptures was made at a very
early period of the Christian era.

This Version of the Old Testament, like all the
other ancient Versions of it, was made from the
Greek Text, and not from the original Hebrew.

The Coptic Version of the Book of Job is now for
the first time presented to the public, threugh the
medium of the press. It has been printed from a
separate Manuscript of that Book, in Coptic and
Arabic in parallel columns, as far as Chap. xix. v. 23,
where the Arabic ceases. This was copied, while I
was in Egypt, from an ancient one in the Patriarch’s
library in Cairo. I afterwards collated it, while in
Malta, in June 1839, with an old Manuscript in Coptic,
belonging to the Rev. Mr. Schleinz ; and I have since
collated it with another ancient Manuscript in Coptic,
without an Arabic translation, kindly presented to me
by Lord Prudhoe, since my return from Egypt. I
therefore believe the text is as perfect as Manuscripts
would enable me to make it. A few errors which



(i)
are left in the text, uncorrected by thc other Manu-
scripts, I have noticed in the margin.

I now send forth the work to the public, in the
earnest hope that the remaining parts of the text of
the Coptic Version of the Scriptures will bé preserved
in the same way, for the future benefit of the Coptic
Church, by whom it is acknowledged as their standard
Version. I also feel assured, that its value and im-
portance will be appreciated by the Biblical Critic
and Divine.

I trust the English translation, which is as literal
as it could be made, will be found throughout the
volume to speak faithfully the sense of the original.

H. TATTAM.

Benroro, Nov. 17, 1846.
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THE BOOK OF JOB THE JUST.

Cuar. L

1. Tuere was a certain man dwelling in the land
of Ausid, whose name was Job; and that man was
true, blameless, and godly, and abstained from all

evil.
2. And he had seven sons, and three daughters.

3. And his cattle were seven thousand sheep, three
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and
five hundred she asses in the pastures, and many ser-
vants, and he had great works upon the earth; and
that man was the richest of those who dwelt in the
East.

4. And his sons came together daily; they drank
together in the house of their eldest brother, taking
with them also their three sisters, that they might
cat and drink with them. ,

5. And when the days of the feast were completed,
Job sent unto his herds, to take thence a calf, that he
might offer it for their souls: for Job said, lest my
sons should have thought evil in their hearts towards
God: thus therefore Job did continually.
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6. And the day came, when the angels of God
came to stand before the Lord, and the devil came
also with them, and stood upon the earth, and passed
over it.

7. And the Lord said to the devil, whence hast
thou come? and the devil answered and said, I have
gone over all the earth, and have searched under
heaven, and I am here.

8. And the Lord said to him, hast thou considered
in thy heart my servant Job, that there is none like
him among those who dwell upon the earth: he is
true, blameless, and godly : who hath abstained from
all evil ?

9. And the devil said before the Lord, does Job
worship the Lord for naught ?

10. Hast thou not been a fence to his possessions?
and blessed the things which are within, and those
which are without his house, and all which he hath
round about? Thou hast blessed the works of his
hands, and made his cattle to increase upon the earth.

11. But put forth thy hand, and touch all that he
hath, that we may see if he will bless thee to thy face?

12. Then the Lord said to the devil, that which he
hath I deliver to thee, and his flesh, but thou shalt not
have power over his life: and the devil went out from
the Lord.

13. And it came to pass on a certain day, that the
sons of Job, and his daughters, were drinking wine in
thie house of their elder brother.

11. And behold a messenger came to Job, and said,
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the yokes of oxen were ploughing, and the she asses
were feeding necar them ;

15. And the captors came and took them for a prey,
and slew the servants with the sword; and I alone
have escaped, and have come to tell thee.

16. While he was yet speaking, another messenger
came, and said to Job, fire came out of heaven, dnd
hath burnt up the sheep, and devoured the. shepherds
likewise ; and I alone have escaped,.and have come
to tell thee.

17. While he was yet speaking another messenger
came, and said to Job, the lhorsemen made three
companies ¥ against us, and surrounded the camels,
and took them for a prey, and slew the servants with
the sword ; and I alone have escaped, and have come
to tell thee.

18. While he was yet speaking, another messenger
came, and said to Job, while thy sons and daughters
were eating and drinking in the house of their elder
brother;

19. Suddenly a great wind came from .the desert,
and caught § the four corners of the house, and the
house fell upon thy children, and they are dead ; and
I alone have escaped, and have come to tell thee.

20. So Job arose, and rent his garments, and shaved
the hair of his head, and cast himself down «nd wor-

shipped the Lord ;

* The Arabic traunslation is o )\jf, sections.
t Coptic, toucked. Arabic ndy, destroyed.
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21. And said, naked 1 came out of my mother's
womb, and naked 1 shall return ; the Lord gave them;
the Lord hath again taken them away; as it pleased
the Lord, so it camc to pass; let the name of the
Lord be blessed.

22. In all these things which camé upon him, Job
sinned not at all before the Lord, and attributed not
folly * to God.

Cuap. II.
I. Anp it came to pass on a certain day, that the
angels of God came to stand before the Lord; and
the devil came and stood in the midst of them.

2. And the Lord said to the devil, whence hast
thou come ? then the devil said before the Lord, I
have wandered about under heaven, and walked about
upon the whole earth; and I am here.

3. And the Lord said to him, hast thou observed in
thy heart my servant Job, that there is not one like
him upon the earth; he is a man harmless, true,
blameless, and who hath departed from all evil? and
still retains integrity : but thou hast spoken in vain to
destroy his substance.

4. The devil answered, and said, skin for-skin, all
that the man hath will he give for his life.

5. Not so, but put forth thy hand, and touch his
bones and his flesh, that we may see if he will bless
thee to thy face.

Coptic, ignorance.
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6. And the Lord said to the devil, behold, I deliver
him into thy hands ; yet preserve his life.

7. And the devil went out from the Lord, and smote
Job with bad sores from his feet to his head.

8. And he took a potsherd and scraped off' the
discharge, and sat upon a dunghill without the city.

9. And when much time had passed, his wife said
to him, how long dost thou sustain thyself, saying,
behold, I shall be consumed in a little time, expecting
the hope of my deliverance? for, behold, thy memo-
rial is destroyed from the earth: my sons and daugh-
ters, the pains and the pangs of my womb, which 1
have suffered in vain, with sorrows; but thou sittest
with vile worms, watching in the heat and dew: I
also have become a wanderer, and a maid servant,
going from place to place, and from house to house,
waiting for the sun when he shall set, that I may rest
from my labours, and my griefs which now surround
me: but speak a word against the Lord, and dic.

10. Buthe looked on her, and said, thou hast spoken
as one of the foolish women. If we have recieved
good things from the Lord, shall we not also endure
evil things? 1In all these things, which came upon
him, Job sinned not at all with his lips before the
Lord.
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11. But when his three fricnds had heard of all the
evils which had come upon him, thcy came to him,
each one from his country: Elizaph, King of the
Themans, and Bildad, King of the Sauchceans, and
Sophar, King of the Minazans came to him with one
accord, that they might comfort him, and visit him.

12. And when they saw him from afar they did not
know him ; and they cried with a loud voice and wept,
and every one of them rent his garment, and put dust
upon his head.

13. And they sat with him seven days and seven
nights, and none of them spoke ; for they saw that
the stroke was gricvous, and very heavy.

Cuar. III.

1. Anb after these things, Job opened his mouth ;

2. And he cursed his day, saying,

3. Let the day perish in which I was born, and the
night in which they said, Behold a male child !

4. Let that night be dark, and let not the Lord re-
quire it from above, neither let the light come upon
it.

5. Let darkness take it, and the shadow of death ;
let thick darkness come upon it; and let that day be
cursed.

6. Let darkness take it away; let it not be among
the days of the year ; neither let it be numbered with
the days of the month.

7. But let that night be for sorrows, let not joy nor
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gladness come upon it.

8. But let him who will curse that day, curse it,
even he who will destroy the great whale.

9. Let the stars of that night be darkened ; let thein
not continue, nor come to the light ; and let them not
see the morning star arise :

10. Because it closed not up the gates of my mo-
ther’s womb, for it would have removed this sorrow
from my eyes.

11. For why did I not die in the belly? or when 1
came out {rom the womb, why did I not die imme-
diately ?

12. And why were my knees strengthened ? and
why did I suck the breasts?

13. Surely now I should have slept and been silent ;
I should have slumbered, and been at rest,

14. With kings and councillors of the earth, who
gloried in their swords;

15. Or with princes whose gold was much, and who
filled their houses with silver:

16. Or as an untimely birth proceeding from the
womb of its mother, or as infants who have not secn
the light.

17. There the ungodly have not the fury of wrath ;
and there the weary in their body have rest.

18. And they all together for ever shall not again
hear the voice of the exactor.
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-19. The small and the great are there, and the ser-
vant who feared his Lord.

20. For why is light given to those in darkness?
or life to the souls which are in aflliction ?

21. Who desire death and receive it not, digging
for it as for treasures.

22, And they would rejoice if they should obtain
it.

23. Death is rest to a man, for God hath shut him
in.

24. Groaning cometh before food ; I will weep, fear
hath taken hold of me.

25. For the fear which I dreaded has come upon
me, and that which I feared has happened to me.

26. I have not had peace, neither have I had quiet,
nor have I had rest; for wrath hath come upon me.

Cuapr. IV,
1. Evrisaru the Thaemanite answered and said,

2. Hast thou been often spoken with in affliction ?
but who can sustain the force of thy words ?

3. For if thou hast taught many, and hast strength-
ened the hands of the weak,
4. And hast established the feeble with thy words,
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DEN SANCAKS ZANKEA! A€ EYOI NATROLL AK-
Freosat nwo.

€ <trov e AQl EXWK NXE OVELKAD, 0VOQ,
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. uH ape Tekgot an xe won dHen Ovaee-
TATSHT Nest TEKZEAIC den TraKI& fTe
NEKIRWIT.

Z Apu]w.ew XE 1AL AGTAKO EOVAR € €TA
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H. kaTapput ETANNAY nnae"rcxas NNIJ\-
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